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FIGURE 16.1    �Number of Inmates 
by Demographic 
Characteristics, 2014

*Includes American Indians and Alaska Natives; Asians, Native 
Hawaiians, and other Pacific Islanders; and persons of two or more 
races.

Source: Carson (2015), Table 10.

600,000

500,000

400,000

300,000

200,000

100,000

22
,6

00
51

6,
90

0

53
,1

00
45

3,
50

0

17
,8

00

12
,8

00
12

3,
30

0

30
8,

70
0

0
Black

N
u

m
b

er
 o

f 
In

m
at

es

White Hispanic Other*

Male Female

3,000

2,500

2,000

1,500

1,000

500

0
Black

2,
72

4

53

R
at

e 
p

er
 1

00
,0

00

64
1,

09
1

93
96

8

46
5

10
9

White Hispanic

Male Female

Other*

FIGURE 16.2    �Rate of Imprisonment 
by Demographic 
Characteristics, 2014

*Includes American Indians and Alaska Natives; Asians, Native 
Hawaiians, and other Pacific Islanders; and persons of two or more 
races.

Source: Carson (2015), Table 10; U.S. Census Bureau, Population 
Division (2016).

were blamed by poor whites in the South after the Civil War or recent Mexican immi-
grants are blamed by poor whites in the West today—and they were often run out of 
town. They were literally placed on ships and sent home, even though they and their 
families may have lived in the United States for decades, if not generations.

The first restrictive immigration law in the country, the Chinese Exclusion Act of 
1882, was directed at reducing immigration from China (J. C. Jones, 2016; Wei, 
1999). This act was not repealed until 1943. Some of the first drug laws, laws against 
opium dens dating from the 1870s onward, were passed because Chinese immigrants 
were thought to be corrupting the white population by spreading the use of the drug; 
such laws were ironic, as opium was first introduced to China by Westerners (Lennon 
et al., 2003).

Much like Chinese immigrants, Japanese immigrants provided cheap labor, as they were 
employed in the construction of railroads, as well as agriculture, restaurants, and many 
other businesses, primarily in the American West. In fact, when Chinese immigrants were 
excluded, Japanese immigrants filled the gap, beginning in the 1880s, until their own 
immigration was also restricted in 1908. Barred from owning their own land, many 
Japanese Americans earned their living in the late 1800s and early 1900s by leasing 
land and growing beets in Oregon and Idaho, for instance. As their economic strength 
grew, however, they were regarded as a threat by the local white population, and there 
were numerous instances where they were forcibly run off of their land and out of town 
(Mercier, 2010).




